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ABSTRACT 

This document is the final report of Phase One 
(1967-1970) of the Group Care of Infants Demonstration (Center) 
Project. This report devotes major attention to the problems of 
establishing, operating, and evaluating a group day care center for 
infant and toddler care. The Center project describes what is 
required to provide housing, equipment, food, supplies, services, 
proper ratio of adults to children, daily programs and costs for this 
one program. Evaluations of child growth were based on data from 15 
pairs of matched home and Center children (from middle class 
families) between the ages of three months and three years. Data 
analysis revealed few significant differences between groups on 
mental, motor, or social development. Those differences which were 
significant favored the Center children. Illness data were difficult 
to collect and indicated that Center children appeared to have had 
more diaper rash and more colds. Outgrowths c£ the Center project 
were publication of guidelines for the state legislature, a leaflet 
for parents, and a descriptive booklet detailing group care of young 
children. Although this one program demonstrated that babies in group 
care are not harmed by the experience, the report stresses the 
pioneering nature and uniqueness of the Center endeavor. (WY) 
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I. CONCERN WITH INFANT GROUP CARE. GROWTH OF INTEREST IN THE 
QUESTION OF ALL-DAY CARE FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS. 

At the beginning of the year 1965 , when we at the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro set out to survey patterns of daytime 
care of infants under three years of age, we foresaw only dimly the 
dimensions of the problem of daytime care for infants and the urgency 
of the need that was soon to develop for guidelines growing out of 
actual experience with babies and toddlers in out-of-home care. 

The survey 1 pointed up the large proportion of mothers at all 
income levels with children younger than three who were gainfully 
employed outside the home: 26 per cent of white mothers, 40 per cent 

of non-whit€i mothers* Of the 682 babies in the 501 families surveyed, 

28 per cent were experiencing some form of supplementary mothering 
during the daytime hours „ either in their own homes or away from home. 

Of the total sample of infants and toddlers, 16 per cent were cared for 
during the day outside their own homes. 

Of those babies receiving supplementary mothering, more than 
half (54 per cent) had been younger than six months when someone other 
than the mother begem caring for them as a regular daytime arrangement, 
and 70 per cent of this group were receiving supplementary mothering 
by one year of age. 

That survey focused attention largely on the problems of child 
care facing the employed mother with very young children. In 1965 few 

could have seen "the shape of things to come." Experience with Head 

« ^ 

Start soon highlighted the importance of the years before three , and 
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